
Regarding the ELCA Position on Being a “Sanctuary Church” 

According to the Media Matters transcript, Robert Jeffress said today on Fox News about the ELCA action on 

Sanctuary: "In Romans 13, Paul says, "Government is established by God. To resist government is to resist God 

himself," and the only exception to that is when government asks us to do something that violates the teaching of 

the Bible, and look, there is nothing about enforcing immigration laws, securing our borders, protecting our 

citizens, that violates the word of God."  

I'm not a big fan of proof texting, but I thought it might be helpful to have some sense of what Scripture does teach 

about the treatment of aliens. It certainly does appear that God has a special place in his heart for all those who 

are strangers in strange land and is rather explicit about how the people of God who listen for his voice should 

relate to them. 

A Random collection of the teaching of Scripture which may provide insight to the formation of moral immigration 

policy and practice: 

 Isaiah 10: 1 - 4 Ah, you who make iniquitous decrees,  who write oppressive statutes,  to turn aside the 

needy from justice  and to rob the poor of my people of their right, that widows may be your spoil,  and 

that you may make the orphans your prey!  What will you do on the day of punishment,  in the calamity 

that will come from far away? To whom will you flee for help,  and where will you leave your wealth,  so 

as not to crouch among the prisoners  or fall among the slain? For all this, his anger has not turned 

away;  his hand is stretched out still. 

 Matthew 25:31-36 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit 

on his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from 

another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. And he will place the sheep on his right, but 

the goats on the left. Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my 

Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you 

gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, ...  

 Malachi 3:5 “Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, 

against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in 

his wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear 

me, says the Lord of hosts.  

 Isaiah 58:7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

when you see the naked, to cover him, and not to hide yourself from your own flesh?  

 Zechariah 7:10 Do not oppress the widow, the fatherless, the sojourner, or the poor, and let none of you 

devise evil against another in your heart.”  

 Galatians 5:14 For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  

 Ezekiel 22:7 – 8 Father and mother are treated with contempt in you; the alien residing within you suffers 

extortion; the orphan and the widow are wronged in you. You have despised my holy things, and 

profaned my sabbaths. 

 Ezekiel 22:29 The people of the land have practiced extortion and committed robbery. They have 

oppressed the poor and needy, and have extorted from the sojourner without justice.  

 Hebrews 13:1-25 Let brotherly love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby 

some have entertained angels unawares. Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with 

them, and those who are mistreated, since you also are in the body. Let marriage be held in honor among 

all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous. Keep 

your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, “I will never leave 

you nor forsake you.” ...  



 Exodus 22:21-22 “You shall not wrong a sojourner or oppress him, for you were sojourners in the land of 

Egypt. You shall not mistreat any widow or fatherless child.  

 Exodus 23:9 “You shall not oppress a sojourner. You know the heart of a sojourner, for you were 

sojourners in the land of Egypt.  

 Exodus 12:49 There shall be one law for the native and for the stranger who sojourns among you.”  

 Deuteronomy 10:18-19 He executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the sojourner, 

giving him food and clothing. Love the sojourner, therefore, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt.  

 Deuteronomy 24:14 “You shall not oppress a hired servant who is poor and needy, whether he is one of 

your brothers or one of the sojourners who are in your land within your towns.  

 Deuteronomy 24:19-21 “When you reap your harvest in your field and forget a sheaf in the field, you shall 

not go back to get it. It shall be for the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, that the Lord your God 

may bless you in all the work of your hands. When you beat your olive trees, you shall not go over them 

again. It shall be for the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow. When you gather the grapes of your 

vineyard, you shall not strip it afterward. It shall be for the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow.  

 Deuteronomy 26:12 “When you have finished paying all the tithe of your produce in the third year, which 

is the year of tithing, giving it to the Levite, the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, so that they may 

eat within your towns and be filled,  

 Deuteronomy 27:19 “‘Cursed be anyone who perverts the justice due to the sojourner, the fatherless, and 

the widow.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’  

 Jeremiah 7:5-7 “For if you truly amend your ways and your deeds, if you truly execute justice one with 

another, if you do not oppress the sojourner, the fatherless, or the widow, or shed innocent blood in this 

place, and if you do not go after other gods to your own harm, then I will let you dwell in this place, in the 

land that I gave of old to your fathers forever.  

 Jeremiah 22:3 Thus says the Lord: Do justice and righteousness, and deliver from the hand of the 

oppressor him who has been robbed. And do no wrong or violence to the resident alien, the fatherless, 

and the widow, nor shed innocent blood in this place.  

 Ezekiel 47:22-23 You shall allot it as an inheritance for yourselves and for the sojourners who reside 

among you and have had children among you. They shall be to you as native-born children of Israel. With 

you they shall be allotted an inheritance among the tribes of Israel. In whatever tribe the sojourner 

resides, there you shall assign him his inheritance, declares the Lord God.  

 Psalm 146:9 The Lord watches over the sojourners; he upholds the widow and the fatherless, but the way 

of the wicked he brings to ruin.  

 1 Timothy 5:10 And having a reputation for good works: if she has brought up children, has shown 

hospitality, has washed the feet of the saints, has cared for the afflicted, and has devoted herself to every 

good work.  

 Hebrews 13:1-2 Let brotherly love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby 

some have entertained angels unawares.  

 Matthew 25: 41 - 46 Then he will say to those at his left hand, “You that are accursed, depart from me 

into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I 

was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and 

you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” Then they also will answer, 

“Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did 

not take care of you?” Then he will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the 

least of these, you did not do it to me.” And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous 

into eternal life.’  

 3 John 1:5 Beloved, it is a faithful thing you do in all your efforts for these brothers, strangers as they are,  

 Proverbs 19:17 Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will repay him for his deed.  



 Leviticus 19:10 And you shall not strip your vineyard bare, neither shall you gather the fallen grapes of 

your vineyard. You shall leave them for the poor and for the sojourner: I am the Lord your God.  

 Leviticus 19:33-34 “When a stranger sojourns with you in your land, you shall not do him wrong. You shall 

treat the stranger who sojourns with you as the native among you, and you shall love him as yourself, for 

you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.  

 Leviticus 23:22 “And when you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right up to its 

edge, nor shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest. You shall leave them for the poor and for the 

sojourner: I am the Lord your God.”  

 Leviticus 25:35-38 “If your brother becomes poor and cannot maintain himself with you, you shall support 

him as though he were a stranger and a sojourner, and he shall live with you. Take no interest from him 

or profit, but fear your God, that your brother may live beside you. You shall not lend him your money at 

interest, nor give him your food for profit. I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of 

Egypt to give you the land of Canaan, and to be your God.  

 Romans 12:13 Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.  

 Romans 15:7 Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 


